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GENTIZ Corp @et-land, 
MI, USA) has introduced 
an auto-dimming mirror 
with a new map-lamp 
technology that uses 
LEDs. It is the first time 
LEDs have ever been 
used for lighting in 
rearview mirrors. 
Researchers in the 
National Jnstimte of 
Standards and Technob 
gy’s (NIST) Optoelect- 
ronics Division (Boulder, 
CO, USA) have built a 
new laser power and en- 
ergy measurement sys- 
tem based on a commer- 
cial cryogenic radiometer. 
Designated the Laser 
Optimized Cryogenic 
Radiometer, the NIST sys- 
tem will increase the ac- 
curacy to which the 
agency can calibrate opti- 
cal power meters used 
with lasers. 
Seattle City Council 
in WA. LJSA, is replacing 
all 8460 red traffic sig- 
nals in the city with 
LEDs, in a move that is 
estimated will save 
about USS 100 000 per 
year in lower electricity 
bills. Yellow and green 
LEDs are considered too 
expensive at present, but 
will be reconsidered at a 
future date. 
Pl Ltd has began pro- 
duction and sales of 
CVD diamond films in 
Mountain View, CA, IJSA. 
The privately held start- 
up company is offering 
free-standing diamond 
films in diameters up to 
10 cm and thicknesses 
up to 1.5 mm. 
TRW has increased 
volume production of 
its GaAs-based multichip 
electronic modules. fol- 
lowing a 1JS$l5 million 
order from Nokia 
Telecommunications for 
millimetre-wave trans- 
ceivers. Nokia will use 
the devices in its recently 
announced ‘FlexiHopper’ 
radio product, which 
will be used in its 
cellular and Personal 
Communication Services 
wireless networks. TRW 
will deliver modules op- 
erating in frequency 
bands from 18 GHz to 
$3 GHz. 
A dramatic improve- 
ment in precise revolu- 
tion detection is claimed 
for a new InSb semicon- 
ductor magnetoresistive 
(SMR) sensing element 
from Panasonic Jndustrial 
Co (Secaucus, NJ, USA). 
Capable of accurately de- 
tecting rotation at low 
speeds (O-20Hz) as well 
as at speeds up to 
15 KHz, SMR sensors are 
ideally suited to such au- 
tomotive applications as 
crankshaft and camshaft 
position sensing. shaft- 
speed sensing in auto- 
motive transmissions, 
and wheel speed 
measurements. 
Nortel has been 
awarded a $US91 mil- 
lion, four year, contract 
to supply GaAs MMICs 
to Hollandse Signaalap- 
pamten BV of The 
Netherlands. The com- 
plex modules will be 
an integral part of the 
antenna apparatus of 
Signaal’s Active Phased 
Array Radar system, to be 
supplied to the LCF 
and F124 frigate pro- 
grammes of the Dutch 
and German navies. The 
modules will be pro- 
duced by Nortel’s 
Technology Supply and 
Components organiza- 
tion in Ottawa, Canada. 
